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GEORGIA ONE-TANK TRIP 

Chateau Elan Winery hosts ‘Vineyard Fest’ 
Sunday event features food, vino, music, grape stomping and more 

By CLARA BOSONETTO MAERZ  

For the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Thursday, August 21, 2008 

Enjoying your summer ‘staycation?’ Get in one more local getaway and celebrate summer’s last days at 

Chateau Elan.  Generally  celebrated last Sunday in August. 

 
 
 

Clara Bosonetto Maerz's column is published weekdays on ajc.com. 

•    

Just 40 minutes north of Atlanta, this 3,500 acre French provincial estate in the foothills of 
the north Georgia mountains will host Vineyard Fest - an event that will feature more than 100 domestic 
and international wines available for tastings. 

Participating are wineries from Chile, Argentina, France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Australia and New 
Zealand plus regional wineries from California, New York, Washington, Oregon, North Carolina, Virginia 
and Georgia. 

The event also lets visitors sample from seven of Chateau Elan’s restaurants with a live music background. 

But hurry and make your plans. Only 2000 tickets are sold for this over-21 festival (last year’s festival sold-
out in advance). Ticket prices are $75 per person and include wine, food, wine seminars, cooking 
demonstrations, grape stomping, and musical entertainment. Tickets will not be sold at the front gate of 
Vineyard Fest and the winery will be closed to non-ticket holders. Buy tickets in advance at 
www.chateauelan.com 

Maybe spend a romantic night at the Inn and get two Vineyard Festival tickets at rates of $239 to $259 
(varies by room category).  

Restaurants and sample menus: 

• Versailles: Seared Salmon Filet with Stone Ground Grits, Saffron Vinaigrette 

• Cafe Elan: Antipasto, Assorted Italian cold Cuts, Stuffed Peppers and Tomato Mozzarella Skewers 

• Le Clos: Chef’s Tasting Wine Plate, 3 types of Cheeses, Fig Jam, Candied Walnuts and Crostini 

• Paddy’s Irish Pub: Garlic and Herb Bangers with Mash and Onion Gravy 

• Fleur-De-Lis: Green pea and Lemon Risotto, Roasted Red Peppers, Shaved Parmesan  



• Golf Grill: Chicken Salad on Croissant 

• L’ Auberge: Artichoke-Spinach Dip with Pita Chips 

Visit www.chateauelan.com, 678-425-0900. Get to Chateau Elan in Braselton via I-85, exit 126. 

 


